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crowd and in carrying off the doll to his own village. The
horsemen of the village who have lost the doll return crest-
fallen and shamefaced, admitting sadly that they will have
no harvest that year. With regard to the explanation of the
custom M. Laoust informs us that the natives agree in re-
garding the image of Mata as the Bride of the Fields and the
ceremony as her marriage, but he himself is inclined to be-
lieve that in earlier times the Bride of the Fields was a real
woman, and the Bridegroom a real man, who by their union
were believed to fertilize the fields through sympathetic
magic.1
Elsewhere I have described the Malay ritual of the rice-
baby. A fuller account of it has since been published by Mr.
Winstedt, from which I may extract some additional par-
ticulars. When the crop is ripe for harvest, a magician has
to take the souls of the rice. For two evenings he walks
round the edge of the field, coaxing and collecting them. On
the third he enters the field to search for their host, looking
about for ears of royal yellow, certain types of freak ear re-
minding one of a veiled or laughing princess, ears on stalks
interlaced, ears from stalks with a lucky bird's nest at the
root. When he has found a suitable host, he ties seven stalks
with bark and fibre and many-coloured thread having a nail
attached to it, and slips the nail into the middle of the bunch.
Before cutting the selected seven stalks the magician walks
thrice round them, bidding malicious earth-spirits avaunt.
Next day at evening he cuts the seven stalks with a small
knife which he cunningly conceals in his clenched hand ; but
before cutting he prays to the spirit of the rice embodied in
the seven ears, addressing the spirit as Princess Splendid in
terms of fulsome flattery, and beseeching her to come, for all
is ready. Then, holding his breath, shutting his eyes, and
setting his teeth, he severs the ears from the seven stalks with
one cut. Like a midwife holding a new-born child, he puts
the ears in his lap and swaddles them in a white cloth. This
rice-baby he hands to the owner of the land to hold. He cuts
seven more clusters of grain from round the plant whence
" she " was taken and puts them along with an egg and a
golden banana into the basket prepared for the baby. The
1 E, Laoust, Mots tt chests berbires, pp. 332 sqq.